Pre-WWI 


- What is militarism and how did it cause tensions that led to WWI? Give specific examples of it 
occurring. 


e Militarism = building up of a country’s military in order to be used aggressively, not just 
defensively. The country's culture is centered around the strength of the military; public 
opinion would show military members as heroes and other countries as a threat or villain. 

e Militarized countries were more likely to spend less time with diplomacy and jump to 
war/aggression/expansion/action. Many countries began to militarize to feel safe from one 
another, creating an arms race. Militarized countries are ready for war and in an aggressive 
mindset, so it is more likely. 

e Examples should show that European nations are building up their militaries. Germany ends up 
with the best army and Britain has the best navy. 


- What are alliances and how did they cause tensions that led to WWI? Give specific examples of it 
occurring. 


e Alliances = countries pledge their loyalty to other countries they are “friendly” with (remember 
“my enemy’s enemy is my friend”). If one is attacked, the other will come to their aid. Promises 
to defend/support each other. 

e@ More countries were involved as a result of this policy. This caused the war to become global 
faster and to be ona larger scale rather than regional. 

oO Usually alliances act as a deterrent against war and protective especially for smaller/less 
powerful countries, but once any violence erupts, it escalates quickly 

e Examples: The two main alliances that formed in this era were the Triple Alliance and the Triple 
Entente. 


- What is imperialism and how did it cause tensions that led to WWI? Give specific examples of it 
occurring. 


e@ Imperialism = When a larger or more powerful country takes control over another, usually less 
powerful, country in order to build an empire (or vast power). Colonies, Territories, and 
annexation fall into this definition. 

oO Imperialism is mostly usually economically motivated. The “mother country” exploits 
the colonies for their resources or labor. 

e@ Imperialistic competition abroad creates tension and conflict: 

© European powers scramble to acquire new colonial possessions. Much of this occurred 
in Africa, where Britain, France and Germany all vied for land and control. 

o. This ‘scramble for empire’ fuelled rivalry and led to several diplomatic incidents, such as 
two major Moroccan crises between France and Germany. 


oO The decline of the Ottoman Empire attracted the attention of Russia, Austria-Hungary, 
Germany, Britain, and France, who wanted to control the Balkans and Eastern Europe. 
They all wanted to swoop in and take over. 
e@ Main idea to show in your examples = Britain already held such a large empire and Germany 
was encroaching by starting their own empire. Russia, France, and Austria-Hungary all wanted 
in on the action too. 


- What is nationalism and how did it cause tensions that led to WWI? Give specific examples of it 
occurring. 


e Nationalism = intense, exaggerated pride for your country; feeling superior to other countries 
and that all other countries are inferior and should be subordinate 

e Causes aggression towards others and loyalty to themselves to where they cannot see their 
own faults. Inflated confidence in themselves coupled with demonization of their rivals caused 
tension. 

e Examples should show all parties as guilty of having this mindset - Britain, Germany, France, 
Russia 


World War | 


- Who was fighting against who? What were they fighting about? Where and when was the fighting 
happening? 


@ Central Powers = Germany, Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire, Bulgaria 
e Allied Powers = Britain*, France*, Russia*, Italy, Japan, USA 
Oo *Main member (others are minor players; ie USA was only in the war for 19 months) 

e Fighting occurred mostly in Belgium and France from 1914-1918. Less fighting happened in the 
Pacific Islands, Africa, and Middle East 

e They were fighting to determine who would be the next big empire to hold territory, economic 
power, and influence. Would Britain maintain their global dominance or would Germany usurp 
them? Allies would receive the benefits of being on the side of the victor - “to the victor go the 
spoils” 


- Explain and give examples of these major strategies being used: trench warfare, Schlieffen Plan, 
blockade 


e Trench warfare = digging narrow ditches and tunnels to stay below the range of enemy fire. 
Area between enemy trench lines is called “no man’s land” filled with trash, spent ammunition, 
bodies and body parts decaying, and barbed wire. In the trenches dangers of trench foot, ticks, 
lice, rats, disease, and enemy attack. 

e Schlieffen Plan = Germany would attack on two fronts so swiftly that their enemies would not 
have enough time to organize a response and the war would be over in a matter of months. 
They planned to defeat France quickly then focus all energy on defeating Russia. 

Oo The plan depended on Russia being large but slow to react because they didn’t have 
enough railways to organize their troops and resources quickly. The plan did not work. 
Belgium and France put up more of a fight (taking more time and resources than 
expected) and Russia responded quickly. Germany changed their strategy to trench 
warfare on the Western Front. Not much progress was made after that. 

e Blockade = British navy keeping supplies out of Germany 

oO Britain used its powerful navy to block supplies going to Germany & Austria through the 
English Channel & North Sea. A southern blockade was maintained in the Adriatic Sea, 
with French and Italian aid. This was an attempt to starve the enemy into submission. 


- Provide a brief overall summary of the progression of the war. 


e Began after the assassination of Archduke Frans Ferdinand, Austria-Hungary declared war on 
Serbia. Then Russia prepared to defend its ally Serbia. Next, Germany declared war on Russia to 
protect Austria. This caused France to declare war on Germany to protect its ally Russia. 
Germany invaded Belgium to get to France which caused Britain to declare war on Germany. 
This all happened in just a few days. 


Trench warfare caused not a lot of progress and mostly just wearing down the number of 
soldiers and resources. This was more a war of who would last the longest. 
German sinking of the Lusitania in 1915 which killed over 1,000 civilians, eventually leads to the 
US entering the war in 1917 which provided the Allies with enough fresh troops to win the war 
Ottoman Empire inflicts genocide upon 1.5 million Armenians (should include for knowledge 
that it happened, but info won’t be on the test because this was added late to your list) 

oO Ottomans = Muslim, Armenians = Christians (worried they would side w/ Russia and 

considered them a security threat) 

Russian Revolution coincides; Russia surrenders to the Central powers in Dec 1917 
Germany has internal conflict, sees their biggest ally fall (Austria), and Allies are getting close to 
defeating them, so Germany signs a ceasefire/truce Nov 11, 1918 


- How was new weaponry being used? Include machine guns, poison gas, tanks, U-boats, and airplanes. 


Machine guns: Significant increase in casualties and injuries. Because it could fire so many 
bullets per minute, accuracy didn’t matter as much to kill the enemy. Could create cover fire 
from a safe distance to pave the way for infantry on foot. 

Poison Gas: Trench warfare often creates a stalemate, so poison gas is a response to combat 
this issue. Gas masks were used but only partially effective (not against mustard gas). If 
breathed, the lungs burn from the inside, causes blindness, blisters, and life-long respiratory 
problems. Chlorine gas causes (slow, painful) death, not injury. Illegal to use but both sides did 
it anyway 

Tanks: can withstand small ammunition, cut through barbed wire, and be fitted w/ machine 
guns that were too heavy to move before. Often used to clear the way for the infantry to follow 
more safely. Used most by the Allied forces to defeat German trenches and bring movement 
back to the battlefield. 

U-boats: German response to the British blockade was to use submarines to sink the British 
blockade and also create a counter-blockade against Britain. 

Airplanes: in the beginning airplanes were used to gather intelligence about enemy troop 
positions. Later they were fitted with machine guns and used against other planes as well as 
used for bombing cities 


Post-WWI 


- What were the conditions of the Treaty of Versailles? How did this cause tensions that led to WWII? 


e Territorial reductions on Germany: France regained territory that Germany had claimed, 
Belgium gained some territory that was previously part of Germany, and Poland was separated 
from Germany. Most German colonies were given to France, Britain, and other Allied countries. 
Limits were placed on Germany’s military; decreased allowed #s of soldiers, manufacture of 
tanks, submarines, airplanes, and poison gas was forbidden. Germany had to admit guilt as the 
main aggressor in the war and had to pay (unmanageably high) reparations to the Allied 
nations 


@ Germany is greatly insulted and wants to seek revenge. These harsh punishments only increase 
German nationalism 


- Define appeasement and explain how it caused tensions that led to WWII. Give specific examples. 


@ Appeasement: giving in on some things to keep another world war from occurring. Turning a 
blind eye when Germany breaks the conditions of the Treaty of Versailles. 

e Appeasement emboldened Germany, essentially leading to WWII. As Hitler continued to invade 
territories and build a military capable of fighting a major war—despite the Treaty of 
Versailles—Britain and France allowed him to continue, hoping he would leave them alone if 
they left him alone. Hitler's aggression only increased with these freedoms. 

e Examples should mention Chamberlain and the Munich Peace Agreement 


- What was the Great Depression (world view, not just American view) and how did it cause tensions 
that led to WWII? Give specific examples. 


e@ Great Depression = The whole world was hit by an economic depression in the late 1920s. Ina 
depression, economies shrink, trade is reduced, businesses close, prices fall, banks fail, and 
unemployment rises. Sometimes during a depression, people look for a strong political leader 
to resolve their problems. In 1933, Adolf Hitler became the leader of Germany by promising to 
restore German wealth and power. 

Oo Protectionism trade policies (tariffs, quotas, sanctions, etc) are put in place to 
strengthen domestic industries but this creates international tensions between 
countries. It also causes a burden on countries without access to raw materials because 
of the lack of free trade. Imperialism picks back up again in order to attain raw 
materials. 

e@ Many people were out of work and struggling to survive. This created unstable governments 
and worldwide turmoil. People are desperate for solutions and willing to accept even extreme 
ideas if it means improving their lives. This leads to the rise of militarism, the Nazi Party, 
dictators, and fascism. 


- Explain the rise of dictators and fascism after WWI. How did this cause tensions that led to WWII? 
Give specific examples. 


e More powerful single leaders are able to rise in power because they promise to use the military 
to gain resources, restore the economy/jobs, and bring back pride, unity, and status to their 
country. The people wanted to be a part of a strong country, so they support a strong, 
charismatic leader. 

e@ These leaders are not peacekeepers, but instead are aggressive towards other countries. These 
dictators maintain that their people are superior to other nationalities. They typically 
strengthen and unify the dominant group in a nation while stifling dissent and persecuting 
minority groups. Fascist dictators believe that great nations show their greatness by conquering 
and ruling weak nations; they would want to prove their military superiority in war. 

e Examples should include Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini. 


World War Il 


- Who was fighting against who? What were they fighting about? Where and when was the fighting 


happening? 


Axis Powers = Germany, Italy, and Japan 
Allied Powers = France, Britain, USA, Soviet Union* 

Oo Atthe start of World War Il, Russia and Germany were allies. However, on June 22, 1941 
Hitler ordered a surprise attack on Russia. Russia then became an enemy of the Axis 
Powers and joined the Allies. 

Germany was trying to take over as much of the world as possible to gain power, resources and 
build an empire. Germany’s allies wanted to join/share in this domination. The Allied Powers 
were fighting to defeat Germany and create a peaceful post-war world. 

1939-1945. Most of the fighting happened in Europe (Italy, France, Germany) and Southeast 
Asia (Indonesia, Philippines and Pacific Islands). Some fighting also occurred in Northern Africa 
(Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia) between Italy and the Allies (mostly British and US?) 


- Explain and give examples of these major strategies being used: blitzkrieg, kamikaze, submarine wolf 


packs, cryptography, island hopping 


Blitzkrieg = used by the Germans, meaning “lightening war”, is an offensive strategy that 
created a concentrated attack combining the force of tanks, air support, mobile infantry, and 
artillery troops. Creates quick victory and minimal loss of troops. 

Kamikaze = used by the Japanese, suicide bombers used their planes to create the destruction 
of naval warships 

Submarine Wolf Packs = created by the Germans (used by the Americans in the Pacific), a group 
of submarines would surprise attack a group of supply ships and sink them. 

Cryptography = Cryptology is the study of secret codes. Being able to read encoded German 
and Japanese military and diplomatic communications was vitally important for an Allied victory 
in World War II, and it helped shorten the war considerably. 

Island Hopping = USA took control over smaller Pacific islands for refueling and preparing for 
the next attack on the Japanese. 


- Provide a brief overall summary of the progression of the war. Helpful video 


Germany had already annexed Austria, Czechoslovakia, Lithuania and invaded Poland in 1939. 
Britain & France declared war on Germany in order to defend Poland. WWII begins. 

Germany starts out very strong, taking over most of Europe, especially France in 1940 which 
gave Germany control over the French colonies in Africa. 

Germany betrays Russia and invades them in 1941, but the Russian winter and the defeat at the 
Battle of Stalingrad in 1942 weakens Germany significantly 

In the Pacific, Japan is controlling China. America defends the Allies (even though they aren’t in 
the war yet) by stopping trade with Japan so they can’t get oil & steel to wage war with. Japan 


retaliates by bombing Pearl Harbor in 1941. America now enters the war. Japan keeps taking 
over more territory in SE Asia 

e@ The Allied forces (now including USA) take back N. Africa, Russia pushes against the Germans in 
the east, Allies in Italy push northward, and Allies land in Normandy, France to begin the 
retaking of Europe and the defeat of Germany. 

e After Europe is secured by the Allies, Japan is defeated by the Soviets and Americans. Two 
atomic bombs are dropped on Japan to shorten the remainder of the war. 


- What is genocide? What groups were targeted by the Nazis and Japanese? Why were they targeted? 
Give specific examples of this occurring. (see Unit 731, Japanese concentration camps, forced labor on 
the death railway and the use of "comfort women) 


Genocide is the deliberate attempt to completely wipe out a group of people by mass murder. 
Germans targeted Jewish People, Roma, homosexuals, disabled and handicapped, Jehovah’s 
Witness and eventually the Polish and Soviet prisoners of war 

e These groups were considered a “moral threat”, inferior, and “sub-human” to Aryan/German 
superiority 
Examples should include German and Japanese concentration camps. 
Japan used mustard gas and biological warfare against the Chinese with Unit 731 - plague- 
infested fleas, bombs, and food, as well as diseases to infect humans, animals, and crops 
Japan created labor camps using Chinese, SE Asian natives, and Allied prisoners of war 
Hundreds of thousands of women forced into prostitution for the Japanese army 
The Japanese considered the Chinese and SE Asians to be an inferior race. Prisoners of war 
were harshly treated because of the Japanese belief that soldiers surrendering to an enemy 
army dishonored their country and family, thus deserving such treatment. 


Post-WWII 


- What were the peace terms at Yalta and Potsdam? What countries are set up to be world powers as a 
result? What advantages did they hold? 


The Yalta and Potsdam Conferences were meetings of three World War II allies: USA, Britain, 
and Soviet Union 

Terms = Germany would be demilitarized and divided into four post-war occupation zones, 
controlled by U.S., British, French and Soviet military forces. The city of Berlin would also be 
divided into similar occupation zones. Germany had to pay some reparations and war criminals 
would go on trial. 

Soviets were set up to become a world power because of their strong negotiating power. 
Soviets gained territory and influence in Eastern Europe and Mongolia 

The British didn’t have strong negotiation because Churchill lost his election and was replaced. 
Britain was physically destroyed by German bombing and needed help recovering. 

The Americans were set up to become a world power because of their strong economy and 
their ability to financially help Europe rebuild from the war. 


- What was the Eastern Bloc & Warsaw Pact? What was the Western Bloc & NATO? 


Eastern Block & Warsaw Pact is an agreement between Soviet Union and their satellite 
communist states (Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Hungary, Poland and 
Romania) that they would be loyal to each other 

Western Bloc & NATO is an agreement between USA and supporters of capitalism (Belgium, 
Britain, Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, and 
Portugal) stating that a military attack against any one of them would be considered an attack 
against them all. 

Sets the stage for the Cold War 


- What were decolonization independence movements in India, Indonesia, and Indochina? How was 


the anti-imperialist mindset of WWII present in these movements? 


India = becoming independent from Britain, creating India and Pakistan. Was characterized by 
non-violent protests led by Gandhi. The most effective movement was to boycott 
foreign/British made goods, therefore hurting Britain’s economy 

Indonesia = war fought to become independent from the Netherlands (Dutch) 

o During WWII, Indonesia was controlled by Japan, who gave natives positions of power 
and they didn’t want to give up their power once WWII was over. This war included 
battles and non-cooperation protests. 

Indochina = war fought to become independent from France creating Cambodia, Laos, and 
Vietnam. A main leader among the revolutionaries was Vietnamese nationalist Ho Chi Minh. 


This war is a result of SE Asian countries who became liberated from Japanese control and 
protested their return to colonial status. 

e France, the Netherlands, and Britain just finished fighting a war against German imperialism, so 
they couldn’t really justify holding colonies or maintaining an empire themselves. They were 
also so weakened by war that they couldn’t maintain control from across the world and 
independence was more attainable than before. 


- Explain the recovery and peace plans: Marshall Plan, United Nations, and the European Union. 


e@ Marshall Plan = US provides money to European nations destroyed by the war and in return, 
they promise not to become communist. 

e@ United Nations = Diplomatic peace-keeping organization focusing on increasing/maintaining 
peace, security, international law, economic development, and human rights 

Oo The US being a major leader in the creation of the United Nations, as well as the 
location of its main headquarters in New York City, demonstrates the rise of the US to 
global leadership in the postwar period. 

© Because the Soviet Union and the United States were both members of the UN, 
disagreements between them interfered with the org’s operations. Therefore, the UN 
wasn’t able to be as effective in negotiating peace during the Cold War. 

e European Union = economic alliance between European nations focused around easier trade 
(less taxes and tariffs) in order to stabilize the economies of member nations and make it 
impossible for a single country to control the market on materials used to wage war. The EU 
realized that its recovery would come through unity, through the pooling of its economic 
resources, and through the creation of jointly run, efficient institutions (cooperation). 

oO This was also an attempt to avoid choosing sides between the US and the Soviet Union 
and to stay out of the aggression building towards the Cold War. 


